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President’s Message
I took 4 years of Latin in High School (required by my RN) 
but I think I’d be better off if they’d offered Greek! Reading 
about Orchids can become very time consuming if you don’t 
know the basic vocabulary and so I’m developing a dictionary 
for those of us who want to be able to read an article without a 
Greek translator. Please watch for the section “Did You Know?” 
Also, Lorraine has some fun quizzes to test your knowledge. I 
must admit that I had a tough time with the one in the June 
newsletter but it was fun to attempt answering. If you’re 
enjoying these puzzles, let us know and we’ll ensure there’s one 
in each edition of future newsletters. 
We’re entering the ‘dog days’ of summer with our expected heat, 
humidity and rain. Protect yourself as you’re out working 
with your orchids. Using chemicals is part of maintaining a 
healthy outdoor collection but be aware that some of the 
chemicals are very toxic, even deadly, to humans. Art Russell 
has an excellent article on the website about using these 
necessary evils. Check it out! Be aware, as well, that our sun is 
a huge atomic explosion radiating damaging rays that need to 
be blocked. Just ask my dermatologist! Who knew that baby oil 
and iodine was bad for skin??? A serious lesson learned the 
hard way! Wear the sunscreen and a hat. Mom is watching...... 
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Your Board of Directors met last month and discussed several items. One, was our need for 
adequate communication. I’d love some feedback on this from you. Are we getting the 
information you need to you? Do you use the website? Is it easy to use? Are you on Facebook 
and is the information up to date and applicable? Do you get emails with timely 
information? Too much, too little? Do you want to hear more from your officers and the 
business end of things or are you primarily interested in general Orchid stuff?  
We know that there are members who are very involved in the inner workings. The planners, 
the doers are in the ‘know’. I understand that most cannot or choose not to be involved in the 
minutia of the inner workings of our club. But your input is critical to those of us making 
decisions for all. If we’re doing it right, let us know. If we’re missing something, let us 
know. Covid created a vacuum for nearly a year with members fearful of in-person meetings 
and other events. We are moving past that now with the vaccine and the science that says 
we’re moving in the right direction. Our general meeting attendance is clearly indicative of 
the progress made and I anticipate this year being the most “new member intensive” ever! 
As most of you are aware the 2021 Show was a huge success for us, our vendors and our 
host, the Mandarin Garden Club. Due to this we’ve decided to host another big event this Fall. 
September 11&12 will be our Fall Orchid and Plant Sale open to the community. Our regular 
vendors are especially excited given the extraordinary success they had in March. Deposits are 
being received and interest in participating has spread to other non-orchid vendors. We have 
decided to welcome them in order to defray associated costs of this additional event. You are 
going to be tapped once again for your help in making this another huge success. Be 
thinking about how you can contribute and be ready to raise your hand when Lorraine (yes, 
she’s agreed to Chair this event, also) asks for help. We will need you! 
One last thing. There are several positions on the Board of Directors that must be filled by the 
November election. They are: 
President- 2 year position 
Treasurer- on going 
Membership Chairman- on going 
Director (a 3 year position) 
If you are interested please contact anyone on the Board to submit your name to the 
Nominating Committee. The job descriptions are detailed in the Constitution and Bylaws 
available on the website. Specific responsibilities will be given to anyone interested in 
pursuing a place on the Board. It’s imperative that members step up into these positions to 
ensure the voices of the membership are heard. Please give this some serious thought. Thank 
you! 
Respectfully, 
Lois 

President’s Message cont.
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Board of Directors
President Lois Rasmussen josorchids1943@gmail.com    904-315-9284 
1st Vice-President Lorraine Conover lorrainesorchids@gmail.com 
2nd Vice-President Jackie Dougherty saedocs@aol.com
Secretary Deborah Courtney deb79@bellsouth.net 
Membership Secretary Colin Cage colincage@gmail.com 
Treasurer Scott Rasmussen josorchids1943@gmail.com
Director   Christina Roadruck cmbonelli@gmail.com
Director   Christie Peppard purplemeee@aol.com
Director  Roger Engle marleypeanut@att.net 
Immediate Past President Harry McElroy cymbidiuman@msn.com

Standing Committees
Newsletter Editor Jackie Dougherty
Librarian Bonnie Myers 
Raffle Tickets Anna Lee McPhilomy
Sunshine  Christie Peppard
Hospitality Carol Engle
Website  Art & Jane Russell
Photographer Art Russell
Show Chairman Lorraine Conover
Meeting Show Table Chairman Harry McElroy
 Potting Clinic Coordinator:
          Ace Hardware, Lois Rasmussen. Back up-Christine Roadruck (1st Saturday)
          The Plant Ranch, Colin Cage. Back up-TBD. (Begins in April, 3rd Saturday, monthly)

Events
Speakers

Speaker list for 2021 is tentative but is as follows:

Jul- Mac’s Orchids
Aug- Thanh Nguyen, Springwater Orchids. Topic TBD
Sep- Phillip Hamilton, Bredren Orchics, Topic TBD
Oct-Art Chadwick. Topic TBD
Nov- Fred Clark; Sunset Valley Orchids, Topic TBD
Dec- Christmas Event, no meeting

mailto:josorchids1943@gmail.com
mailto:josorchids1943@gmail.com
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Greenhouse Tours
We’re looking for more growing spots to visit! It doesn’t require an actual 

“greenhouse”!
Please let me know if you would like to open your space to the members for a 

“Tour” of your own!  saedocs@aol.com

Tentative Future Tour Dates
Lorraine’s House            August 15
Kathleen’s House            Sept. 26

Potting Clinics
On Saturday June 19th, six members of the 
Jacksonville Orchid Society attended the re-
potting culture class at The Plant Ranch 
Nursery. The clinic was very successful and 
brought in a number of orchid growers with 
culture and potting questions. 

July Potting Clinics
July 3, 10-1    Hagan Ace Hardware--12501 San Jose Blvd, Mandarin

July 17, 10-1   Plant Ranch Nursery--14108 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach

No experience needed! Come join other members of the Jacksonville Orchid Society 
to help the orchid growing public re-pot their plants and learn about orchid culture.

Art Russell &  Linda Benson answering 
questions on orchid culture.

Lois helping a grower at Hagan Ace Hardware

mailto:saedocs@aol.com
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Fall Orchid & Plant Sale
 JOS members and all the orchid enthusiasts in our area are looking forward to September 
11th & 12th for our first ever “Fall Orchid & Plant Sale” Event. 

We will not have any displays, judging or food prep.   

We will have lots of orchids to purchase from our favorite vendors and landscape plants for 
our gardens from other vendors. 

We will need volunteers to help with Vendor setup on Thursday and Friday the 9th & 10th, 
and during Saturday & Sunday in the Event areas.  Bonnie Myers once again will be handling 
the Volunteer Sign Up Sheets.  “No Experience Necessary” 

We are expec@ng a great turnout and for sure need your parIcipaIon to make this happen.   

Vendors will be inside the Mandarin Garden Club building as well as outside in the garden 
areas.  Our PoNng Tent will be located outside.  Hicks Orchid Supply will also be aPending.  
You might consider preordering supplies.   

Take a few “Save The Date” cards and give them to friends and people you meet. Many 
people who aPended our March Show came from personal contact.  Take a Poster and 
place it in your Publix store on the BulleIn Board and anywhere else you can place one.   
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Welcome, New Members!
Please join me in welcoming the 
following new members: 

Helen Albee 

Robin Campbell

Linda Benson

Emi Kimbrough

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Mac and Helen Rivenbark

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Beauty Contest Winner
Lois Rasmussen

May’s winner--Blc. Seta Rainbow ‘Fantasy’

JOS            
Board         

Meeting      
4:00 pm

Beauty  
Contest Final 

Day

JOS             
Monthly 
Meeting      
6:00 pm

JOS              
Plant Ranch 

Potting Clinic 
10:00 am

Independence 
Day

July 2021          Jacksonville Orchid Society

JOS                
Ace Potting 

Clinic           
10:00 am

The July Meeting will feature 
Mac Rivenbark from 

Mac's Orchids. 
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This Month’s Meeting

MEETING LOCATION
Mandarin Garden Club
2892 Loretto Road
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Our General Meeting is a good time to ask questions from our expert growers and get tips for what 
to do when there is a problem. We cover a wide variety of topics including species and hybrids that 
are good to grow in this area, identification of pests and diseases, watering and fertilizing, and where 
to grow your orchids.
Social Distancing. Please bring a mask to wear if you are not yet vaccinated and can't maintain 
social distancing of 6 feet from others at the meeting.

Mac's Orchids 
 

Mac Rivenbark and his Filipina wife, Helen, started an orchid business over 20 years ago after 
many fascinating trips to the Philippines.  With 
extensive study Mac has become an expert in 

Philippine and other Asian orchid species and has 
grown and bloomed over 300 different types.      

 
Mac served our country in the U.S. Marine Corps.  He 

is the past president of the Fort Lauderdale Orchid 
Society and enjoys giving lectures and educating 

others about orchids. Come see and hear this exciting, 
educational and interesting program. 

                                        Amazing Orchids That Grow In Florida 

Mac will bring and show some amazing orchid plants that Grow great here in Florida and 
explain where and how he has seen them grow their best and the type of care needed.  
This program has a lot of information for both beginners and even the more experienced 
growers.  Mac has gathered advice and information from many large commercial orchid 
growers and hundreds of amazing private orchid collections. He will be able to answer 
questions during this culture lecture as we all learn from one another. Mac is also 
bringing an assortment of great orchid species and hybrid plants for sale.  You can visit 
his website if you can’t wait that long. 
Asianorchidsource.com 
Macsorchids Facebook 
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The Jacksonville Orchid Society’s mission is based on education about orchids. Since so many 
participated in June’s mounting event, thought instructions on care of your new orchids was in 
order. Thanks to Art Russell! If there are any topics you’d like explored in the future, email 
me! saedocs@aol.com

Education Corner

Brassavola nodosa (B. nodosa). This is a 
common and easily grown orchid, especially for 
the novice grower. Moreover, it is also a very 
rewarding orchid to grow as it is very fragrant 
during the evening. This is because it is pollinated 
by “night-flying sphinid moths that are attracted by 
the powerful sweet scent produced only at night” 
in its natural range. Among other things, B. 
nodosa is also known as “Lady of the night” 
because of its powerful fragrance. This orchid is 
also salt-tolerant and ideal to grow in our coastal 
location. 

In my own collection, I’ve had five examples of B. 
nodosa and in the past five years they have 
bloomed 12 times between May and November. 
This year my blooms are a bit behind schedule, 
but I expect first blossoms within the next month 
or so.

LIGHT: 2500-3500 fc. This orchid will grow well with your cattleya type orchids, 
although it will not tolerate direct mid-day sun well. Be sure they are getting strong air 
movement with higher levels of light and temperature.

TEMPERATURE: This orchid can tolerate our northeast Florida summer 
temperatures as long as the orchid is not in direct mid-day sun. As a tropical plant it 
won’t tolerate cold temperatures. So, be sure to move this orchid to a heated space 
with the temperature gets down to about 60F. In addition, Baker and Baker reported 
that this orchid *will not flower* if taken to about 50F. When grown in cool 
temperatures it is important that this orchid be kept as dry as possible.
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WATER: 
This orchid needs lots of water during the growing season. This means that any 
media must be free-draining. I’ve successfully used straight Hydrotron as a media 
with great success, but other fast-draining media will work as well. The key is that 
growing B. nodosa must be kept moist while growing. You’ll have to determine how 
often to water under your growing conditions, and during the hottest times of the 
year may have to water as frequently as every 2-3 days.

GROWING MEDIA: This orchid is successfully grown either mounted or in a pot. 
However, Withner notes that hybrids of this orchid are best mounted or grown in 
baskets. Further, as observed by myself an others, as a sympodial orchid, its 
“rambling” growth pattern seems ideally suited to mounting or basket culture. 
Mounting – Mount this orchid on cypress, cork, tree-fern slab, or other convenient 
mounting media. If mounted, water this orchid everyday. 
Pot-grown – Use smaller pots allowing at most 2 years of growth with plastic or clay 
pots typically being used. The key is that orchid pots must be used. This orchid 
requires heavy watering and fast draining media such as medium to large bark, tree-
fern or osmunda, or Hydrotron. Like other orchids, repot when new growth is starting 
or after flowering.

FERTILIZER: Fertilize this orchid weekly with a balanced fertilizer such as your 
favorite 20-20-20 at 1/4 strength.

REST PERIOD: Reduce the amount of water sharply November through March, but 
don’t allow the media to totally dry out. Fertilizer should be reduced or eliminated 
during the rest period while maintaining light levels at the highest possible levels 
without burning the leaves.

REFERNECES: 
American Orchid Society. n.d. Brassavola care. https://www.aos.org/orchids/orchids-
question-answer/brassavola-care.aspx 
Orchid Species.com, n.d., http://www.orchidspecies.com/brassavolanodosa.htm 
Orchid Whiz. n.d. https://www.orchidwiz.com 
Whitner, Carl. L. 1998. The Cattleyas and their relatives. Volume V. Brassavola, 
Encyclia, and Other Genera of Mexico and Central America. Portland, Oregon: 
Timber Press.

Education Corner cont.

https://www.aos.org/orchids/orchids-question-answer/brassavola-care.aspx
https://www.aos.org/orchids/orchids-question-answer/brassavola-care.aspx
http://www.orchidspecies.com/brassavolanodosa.htm
https://www.orchidwiz.com/
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ATTENTION! 
Anyone currently holding on to 
library books,  
please return them! 

                                                            

Our Library has a wealth of informaIon. 

Members may check out a variety of books 
and a few DVDs.  Our collecIon includes 
culture, pests & diseases, individual genus, 
country of origin, etc.    

Since we do not have an area to keep all our 
books at Mandarin Garden Club a selecIon is 
available at each meeIng.  Requests may be 
made, and those books can be available at 
the next general meeIng.   

There will be about a dozen books available at each meeIng that can be checked 
out for a month.  We expect them to be returned at the next meeIng.  If you are 
unable to return them to a meeIng, please make arrangements for their safe 
return. 

An inventory list will be available to order a book for the following month.  

Bonnie Myers, Librarian 

904-571-3103 

Did you know? 
JOS has a library!
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Orchid Beauty Contest
Post a picture of your prettiest orchid growing 
during the month on the JOS Facebook 
page. Include your name and the name of 
the orchid. A panel will judge the entries and 
select the prettiest orchid! Enter as many as 
you like! Participation is open to all members 
of the Jacksonville Orchid Society.

My example is: Angraecum Veitchii by Art 
Russell - January 2021 JOS Orchid Beauty 
Contest

WINNER ANNOUNCEMENT
We'll announce the winner at the following 
month's meeting of the Jacksonville Orchid 
Society, and here in the newsletter.
You don't need an expensive camera to enter 
pictures. Keep it simple; a cell phone can 
record amazing images. We just want see to 
pretty orchids!

Congratulations to Lois Rasmussen!
June’s winner--C. mossiae var semi-alba

40 members and guests of the Jacksonville Orchid Society mounted Brassavola nodosa (B. nodosa) at 
our June 8 meeting. Congratulations!

Now that we all have B. nodosa mounted, Let's Have a Contest!

Rules. First participant to bloom a B. nodosa mounted at the June meeting wins!
A prize? Well, of course there will be a prize! Prize will be announced in the coming months.

To submit your orchid as winner you'll have to send us a picture of the orchid as mounted last night 
and bring it to the next meeting.

By way of background, this orchid can be expected to bloom once or twice a year, typically in the 
Spring and / or the Fall. In addition B. nodosa care instructions are on the JOS website (http://
jaxorchidsociety.org) at http://jaxorchidsociety.org/2021/06/08/brassavola-nodosa-b-nodosa/

A Challenge!

http://jaxorchidsociety.org/
http://jaxorchidsociety.org/
http://jaxorchidsociety.org/2021/06/08/brassavola-nodosa-b-nodosa/
https://www.facebook.com/jaxorchid
https://www.facebook.com/jaxorchid
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Secretary’s Minutes
MINUTES OF THE JACKSONVILLE ORCHID SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING 

June 8, 2021 - Mandarin Garden Club  

MeeIng called to order at 7:00 p.m. ET By Lois Rasmussen, President. 

Raffle moved to beginning of due to planned hands-on acPvity:   Annalee McEnamy and ChrisIe Peppard 
announced raffle winners and handed out plants to the lucky recipients.   

President’s Report by Lois Rasmussen:  

•Zoo event – Art in the Garden went well. The JOS table was located at the Gorilla habitat.   

•PoNng Clinics – Revenue for May was $170 at Ace Hardware in San Jose and $25 at the first Plant Ranch clinic. 
The poNng clinics are a good new member recruitment acIvity.  

Secretary’s Report by Deborah Courtney:  No official minutes for May due to the club Picnic.     

Treasurer’s Report by ScoU Rasmussen:  Membership approved the June Treasurer’s report as published in the 
newslePer.     

1st Vice President and JOS Show Chair Report by Lorraine Conover 

•Speakers – October,  Arthur Chadwick rescheduled for next year. Looking for a replacement.   

•Survey in June newslePer to help members learn how to pronounce orchid names. Members are encouraged to 
complete the survey.  

•Fall Sale – September at Mandarin Garden club. See Bonnie Myers (volunteer coordinator) to volunteer.  

2nd Vice President Report by Jackie Dougherty:   

•Picnic – Lois recognized Jackie for doing an outstanding job as the picnic coordinator. Well done, Jackie!  
•Greenhouse Tours – Let Jackie know if you’re interested in hosIng a tour.  

 Membership CommiUee Report by Colin Cage:   
•Colin welcomed several new members and introduced guests.   
•New poNng clinic at the Plant Ranch on June 19 from 10 AM to 1 PM.  Contact Colin Cage to volunteer at future 
poNng clinics at colincage@gmail.com.  

Sunshine by ChrisPe Peppard:  Carol Engle had knee surgery. Roger Engle had cancer removed. Sending well wishes 
their way.  

Show Table:  Brandon filled in for Harry and reviewed the winning orchids from the show table. CongratulaIons to 
the winners!  If you’d like to enter a plant in the show table, please download the form in advance from the website 
at Jaxorchidsociety.org.  

Hospitality:  A big thank you to Carol Engle for the chili and scrumpIous cake. Yum! 
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Hands on MounPng AcPvity led by special surprise guest Thanh 
Nguyen (Springwater Orchids) 

MounIng Brassavola Nodossa plants on cedar planks.  

•We mount orchids because that’s how they grow in the wild. Some 
orchids are bePer in pots and some are bePer mounted.  

•Mounted orchids can be inspected easier.  

•When in bloom mounted orchids rarely need staking.  

•Mount can be any piece of wood that doesn’t rot. Cypress and 
cedar are good opIons. ½ width is about right.  

•Wire – 16, 17, or 18 is all he uses.  

•He makes his own slabs. Be sure and use cauIon when using power 
tools.  

•Best to have a snug hole for the wire to fit in so it doesn’t wiggle. 
Find a drill bit that fits the wire.  

•He drills holes randomly in the cedar plank with a big drill bit (1/4 
inch hole). Put two holes at the boPom for the zip Ie. Be sure the 
wood is totally dry (not green) or the holes will split.  

•Remove the old media. FlaPen out the roots.  

•When posiIoning the orchid, allow room for it to grow. Put any new 
growth on the inside.  

•Once see new root and new growth is best Ime to repot or mount.  

•Need to water mounted plants daily.  

•He likes to use coconut fiber on the side.   

•Osmunda is the best product to use (but can’t really get it 
anymore).  

•Best way to sterilize tools is with fire for two minutes each blade.  

•Water just before the plant dries out. General advice for all orchids 

MeeIng adjourned at 8:45 PM.  

Respecsully submiPed,  

Deborah Courtney 
Secretary 

Secretary’s Minutes cont.

Thanks to Jennie Finn for the 
photos!
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Treasurer’s Report

Jacksonville Orchid Society

Treasurer's Report

For the period of June 01 to June 30, 2021

Ending Balance of Checking Account Statement on 05/31/21 $2,873.52

Ending Balance of Money Market Account Statement on 05/31/21 $14,901.77

Ending Balance of Savings Account Statement on 05/31/21 $5.13

INCOME SOURCES

Fall Sale 2021 Vendor Fees 4 Vendors $1,900.00

Potting Clinic Ace 6/5 & Plant Ranch 6/19 $277.00

Raffle Tickets June 8 Meeting $201.00

Membership Dues $25 Single/$35 Family $230.00

Donations Refreshment Table $29.00

Member Sales Donations June 8 Meeting $12.00

Mounting Clinic June 8 Meeting $260.00

JOS Sales June 8 Meeting $20.00

Bank Account Interest 06/30/21 $2.94

TOTAL INCOME $2,931.94

EXPENDITURES

6/20/21 – 7/19/21 $68.00

Square Fees Credit Card Fees $2.61

Auction Plants for Picnic $250.00

Refreshment Table Supplies $4.30

Printing Posters, stickers, business cards $205.20

Picnic Supplies Charcoal, grill rental, chicken, water $159.88

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $689.99

Ending Balance of Checking Account Statement on 06/30/21 $2,933.06

Ending Balance of Money Market Account Statement on 06/30/21 $17,084.18

Ending Balance of Savings Account Statement on 06/30/21 $5.13

Total Bank Balance on 06/30/21 $20,022.37

Accounts Payable Speaker Fee, Raffle Plants $350.00

Potting Clinic Petty Cash Held by Lois R. $25.00

Cash Box Petty Cash Held by Treasurer $50.00

iStorage Storage Room

Ritter Orchids
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Vendors
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Jerk Marinade


ingredients 
• 1 medium onion, coarsely chopped  
• 3 medium scallions, chopped  
• 2 Scotch bonnet chiles, chopped  
• 2 garlic cloves, chopped  
• 1 tablespoon five-spice powder  
• 1 tablespoon allspice berries, coarsely ground  
•             1 tablespoon coarsely ground pepper  
• 1 teaspoon dried thyme, crumbled  
• 1 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg  
• 1 teaspoon salt  
• 1/2 cup soy sauce  
• 1 tablespoon vegetable oil  
• Two 3 1/2- to 4-pound chickens, quartered  

directions 
1. In a food processor, combine the onion, scallions, chiles, garlic, five-spice 

powder, allspice, pepper, thyme, nutmeg and salt; process to a coarse paste. 
With the machine on, add the the soy sauce and oil in a steady stream. Pour 
the marinade into a large, shallow dish, add the chicken and turn to coat. 
Cover and refrigerate overnight. Bring the chicken to room temperature before 
proceeding.   

2. Light a grill. Grill the chicken over a medium-hot fire, turning occasionally, until 
well browned and cooked through, 35 to 40 minutes. (Cover the grill for a 
smokier flavor.) Transfer the chicken to a platter and serve.  

NOTE: Be very careful handling peppers--gloves are recommended! Start with the recipe as written, only 
changing heat (number of peppers) once you’ve tried it. I use a few tablespoons of marinate for whatever 
I’m putting it on--chicken, pork, salmon, etc. It keeps forever in the fridge and freezes well! Enjoy!!!

Editor’s Note 

Ordinarily I wouldn’t put something un-orchid related into the newsletter, but several people 
asked for this recipe at the picnic, and this seemed like the easiest way to get it out!
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