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President’s Message
The mission in the establishment of our Orchid Society was 
many fold. First and foremost in 1943 the mission was to 
bring likeminded orchid lovers together. 78 years later, that 
is still the best reason! With the formation of the club as a 
non-profit other requirements became necessary to claim 
that status and the completion of our 501c designation 
complicated things a bit more. BUT the main idea is still 
getting likeminded orchid lovers together for fun and 
learning. That said, it takes a bunch of planning and 
organizing to make our club one that YOU want to attend 
and look forward to each month. Fellow members work 
tirelessly behind the scene to ensure it all comes together 
every month. The survey response in January was 
encouraging and gave us valuable information about where 
we want our club to go over the next year at least. Thank you 
to those that took the time to respond. I think you will see 
that we, the BOD, hear you.
Since part of our written mission is education we will try to 
improve this in our monthly meetings by focusing on our 
more novice members while utilizing the experience of our 
more mature growers.
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Board of Directors

President Lois Rasmussen josorchids1943@gmail.com    904-315-9284 
1st Vice-President Lorraine Conover lorrainesorchids@gmail.com 
2nd Vice-President Jackie Dougherty saedocs@aol.com
Secretary Deborah Courtney deb79@bellsouth.net 
Membership Secretary Colin Cage colincage@gmail.com 
Treasurer Alex Romero alrom230@gmail.com
Director   Christina Roadruck cmbonelli@gmail.com
Director   Christie Peppard purplemeee@aol.com
Director  Roger Engle marleypeanut@att.net 
Immediate Past President Harry McElroy cymbidiuman@msn.com

Presidnt’s Message (cont.)

-We have adjusted the budget numbers to enable us to bring in speakers who we could not 
afford to get due to travel and honorarium constraints.
-In order to do this we will have a “hands-on” event quarterly that will be led by your ‘old’ 
members eliminating the expense of a speaker. Find a BOD member or come to me with 
suggested topics.
-We also have our quarterly “Show Where You Grow” events. We need volunteers to show 
off the growing area you use. See Jackie to get on the list. We hold potting clinics at these 
events as well to do repotting of your own orchids under guidance from one of our ‘old’ 
guys. Our February event will be Sunday February 14, 2 - 4:30 at Harry’s home. Mark 
your calendars now.
-Be sure to print out the new event calendar that is now available through the newsletter 
and the website. Put it on your fridge!
-There is a new column in this and future newsletters devoted to EDUCATION. Be sure to 
check it out!
-We are also adding an additional re-potting site to assist and educate the community. 
Along with Ace Hardware on the first Saturday of the month, we’ll begin the same clinic 
at The Plant Ranch on Beach Blvd. in April and will meet there the third Saturday. 
Volunteers are needed at both sites.
We have a very busy year ahead of us. Come along for the ride. You won’t be disappointed!

Respectfully,
Lois Rasmussen
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Standing Committees
Newsletter Editor Jackie Dougherty
Librarian Bonnie Myers
Raffle Tickets Anna Lee McPhilomy
Sunshine  CHristie Peppard
Hospitality Carol Engle
Website  Art & Jane Russell
Photographer Art Russell
Show Chairman Lorraine Conover
Meeting Show Table Chairman Harry McElroy
 Potting Clinic Coordinator:
          Ace Hardware, Lois Rasmussen. Back up-Christine Roadruck (1st Saturday)
          The Plant Ranch, Colin Cage. Back up-TBD. (Begins in April, 3rd Saturday, monthly)

Speaker list for 2021 is tentative but is as follows:
Feb- Cymbidium Week!   Speaker Harry McElroy will also host a greenhouse tour 
at his home the following Sunday!
Mar- Show Meeting. Lorraine Conover
Apr- Steve Hawkins. Oncidiums
May- Picnic; no meeting
Jun- Jim Roberts, Florida Suncoast Orchids. Hands-on potting event
Jul- Lorraine Conover, Lois Rasmussen. Hands-on mounting event
Aug- Thanh Nguyen, Springwater Orchids. Topic TBD
Sep- 
Oct-Art Chadwick. Topic TBD
Nov- Fred Clark; Sunset Valley Orchids, Topic TBD
Dec- Christmas Event, no meeting

Events
Speakers

Greenhouse Tour

12010 Hood Landing Rd
Jacksonville Fl 32258

Cymbidium Week continues!
Come learn more and visit Harry’s greenhouse!
Light snacks and BYOB
Potting clinic
Bring a chair and your sweetie!
Sunday, 2/14, 2 - 4:30 pm 
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Welcome, New Members!

Jacksonville native, Christine Simmons, currently resides in the Avondale/
Riverside area. She says, “My first orchid was a small grocery store variety 
given to me as a thank you gift. In 2019 I was invited by a friend to go to the 
orchid show at the garden club in Riverside and I was AMAZED at all the 
varieties, shapes and colors. I bought Paphiopedilum I named Pistachio, and a 
Cattleyas - Fire Magic  from Krull-Smith. Expensive little creatures. Since then 
I've collected one from the Ace Hardware, 2 from the plant grower at the farmers 
market and my daughter gave me a Phalaenopsis in 2019 that is currently 
blooming. I don't have a favorite species yet. I am learning about them and how 
to care for them. Many years ago I collected African Violets and was very 
successful getting them to bloom and thrive so I am not a novice gardener, just 
new to orchids.

I enjoy nature walking, gardening, bird watching, music, trying new restaurants 
and meeting people. I am looking forward to what I can learn and contribute to 
the JOS.”

Kathleen Snyder and son, David recently moved to the Jacksonville area from West Virginia, bringing 
enough plants to warrant purchase of a greenhouse!
Kathleen is a seasoned orchid grower with 45 years’ experience. She started growing in orchids inside 
when living in Buffalo NY. Moved to Martinsburg in West Virginia where she grew 200 plants under high 
intensity lights in her basement.

In September of 2020 she and her son moved to the Jacksonville area and brought 100 plants with 
them after selling half the collection. Her favorite genera are Cattleyas and Vandas.

Kathleen has belonged to the Lord Fairfax Orchid Society where she was involved in presenting 
educational seminars to aspiring orchid growers. She also belonged to the National Capitol Orchid 
Society and was involved in the annual show and assisted as a clerk for the AOS judging.

They have recently built a 12 X 20-foot greenhouse and her son, who is her technical support, has been 
busy checking the systems to accommodate their collection.

She welcomes any suggestions!

ATTENTION!
Anyone currently holding on to library books, 
please return them!
THANK YOU!!!
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Secretary’s Minutes

January 12, 2021, Mandarin Garden Club 
Meeting called to order at 6:57 p.m. ET By Lois Rasmussen, President.
President’s Report by Lois Rasmussen:  

• Changes to bylaws will be sent to members this month for review. A vote to approve will be 
on the agenda of the February meeting.  

• Christie Peppard volunteered for new Sunshine Chair. Thank you, Christie! This position 
notifies the club when another member is ill and sends a card. Please call or text Christie at 
904-349-7717 if you know of a club member that is ill. Please don’t email her. 

• An AV volunteer is needed to set up the speaker system and all equipment for the monthly 
meetings. Please contact Lois Rasmussen if you’re interested.  

• Please welcome Jackie Doughtery as the new newsletter chair! Please send any articles on 
your favorite orchid topic to Jackie. 

• Potting Clinic – Ace Hardware on San Jose. A great way to learn how to repot orchids. 
Starting a new venue on the third Saturday of the month at Plant Ranch on Beach Blvd. 
beginning April 17th. Colin Cage is the point of contact for Plant Ranch. 

Secretary’s Report by Deborah Courtney:  Membership approved the November Minutes as 
published in the newsletter.  No minutes from December since it was the Christmas Party. 
Treasurer’s Report by Alex Romero:   Membership approved the Treasurer’s Report as 
published in the newsletter.

1st Vice President and JOS Show Chair Report by Lorraine Conover:  
Please see the January newsletter for a list of speakers for 2021.  
JOS Show Update – Six orchid vendors have committed so far. In addition, four orchid societies 
have been invited to do displays. One JOS member will have a display table. Volunteers are 
needed and someone is required to oversee security. Posters should be available at the February 
meeting for members to post in the community. 

2nd Vice President Report by Jackie Doughtery:  Next Greenhouse tour is February 14 
(Valentine’s day) at Harry McElroy’s house. Look for details in the newsletter. Harry has a huge 
greenhouse and specializes in Cymbidiums so you won’t want to miss it.  Will also have a potting 
clinic so bring your plants to repot (you repot with instruction). 
JOS Picnic is scheduled for May at Eric Cavin’s house. More details to come. 
Membership Committee Report by Colin Cage:  

• Thank you to everyone that completed a club survey. Your opinion counts!
• Member dues are due now. $25 individual, $35 family. 
• Colin welcomed four guests and two new members. 

Librarian Report by Bonnie Meyer:  A rotating selection of books from our inventory is brought in 
each month. Also have videos to check out. 
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Secretary’s Minutes (cont)

Member Discussion:  Phalaenopsis – What to do with the spike after it blooms?  If the spike is 
brown, cut it off. If the stalk is green, leave it alone until it turns brown and then cut it. When cut 
into a green spike, it exposes the plant to disease. Can plug it with cinnamon (but keep off the 
roots). Once new spike reaches around 6 inches then stake it up to train it up. The stake helps the 
flower to be upright with the flower visible for viewing. The flowers will all be facing the same way 
since going to the sun. Sometimes a spike will not produce blooms. 
Treat Paphs like a Phalaenopsis. 
Guest Speaker:  Marv Ragan, long time JOS member and AOS judge spoke on The 
Enigmatic Encyclia. 
When Marv was in his 30’s he saw an Encyclia and it was love at first site. 
Encyclias are a new world group that ranges from Nassau county Florida (northern point) and as 
far sound as Argentina. Plentiful in the Caribbean. The genus was established in 1848. It’s difficult 
to identify different species since so similar. Some species were destroyed during the bombing in 
WWII. 
Encyclias like to grow in limbs of an oak tree. They like good drainage and frequent water. Summer 
bloomers. Very fragrant. Like strong cattleya light. Marv likes to put them in baskets with Osmoda. 
He used clay pots with Osmonda. Clay pots cool the roots down. Osmonda is hard to find now. 
Tree fern is next best but also getting scarce. 
Encyclia varieties: 

• One of the best is Enc tampernsis MAJ AM/AOS. Varies a lot. 
• Encyclia phoenicea strain from Caymans. Beautiful ruffled pink lip. Fragrant and blooms for 

2 months. Smells like vanilla. Comes from Cuba. 
• Enc. Codigera has a dark form and a white lipped form. 
• Encyclia ambigua – one of Marv’s favorites. 
• Encyclia fucata – this is the orchid that got Marv hooked. 
• Encyclia howardii – Marv sold his soul for it. A long straggly inflouresense. Purple and 

green. 
• Enc steinbachii – loads of cream flowers. 

Show Table:  Harry McElroy reviewed the winning orchids from the show table. Congratulations to 
the winners!
Raffle: The raffle plants were from Carmela in Hawaii. Annalee McEnamy and Christie Peppard 
announced raffle winners and handed out plants to the lucky recipients.  
Hospitality:  A big thank you to Carol Engle for the delicious Apple Crisp with ice cream. Yummy!
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. ET. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah Courtney
Secretary
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This Month’s Meeting

The February General Meeting of the Jacksonville Orchid Society (JOS) will be Tuesday, February 9. 
Doors will open at 6:00pm and the meeting will begin promptly at 7:00pm. 

Prior to the start of the meeting, please buy your raffle tickets. Harry McElroy will provide the orchids for 
the raffle table and we anticipate a good selection. Don’t miss this chance to pick up different genera of 
orchids to add to your collection at a good price. 

Also prior to the meeting, members are welcome to privately sell no more than 2 orchids with 20% of 
proceeds going to the JOS. Items other than orchids may be offered for sale as long as they are orchid 
related.  For example: orchids, plant hangers, potting materials or plaques qualify.  Also, items with an 
orchid theme are also welcome such as:  ceramic items, paintings, books, clothing, etc.

Members may also offer two orchids at the Silent Auction Table. All orchids should be in bloom; if not, 
they should be accompanied by an appropriate picture or description. 

Show Tables will be set up and we encourage you to bring in blooming orchids to compete!

At 7PM, we will have a brief business meeting and then take a brief break for you to finish your 
purchases, enter the raffle, and allow for late comers to do the same. We will then reconvene for the 
evening's presentation by our own Harry McElroy on Cymbidiums. 

NEW MEETING LOCATION! Remember that our new location going forward will be at the Mandarin 
Garden Club in Jacksonville, FL:

Mandarin Garden Club
2892 Loretto Road
Jacksonville, FL 32223

 
Social Distancing. Covid considerations will be with us for the foreseeable future. Please bring a mask 
to wear if you can't maintain social distancing. What does that mean? Wear a mask if you can't be 6 feet 
away from others at the meeting.

Our General Meeting is a good time to ask questions from our expert growers and get tips for what to do 
when there is a problem. We cover a wide variety of topics including species and hybrids that are good 
to grow in this area, identification of pests and diseases, watering and fertilizing, and where to grow your 
orchids.
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This Month’s Speaker
Harry McElroy

 My working life began as a basic farm kid and I loved to grow things. Alfalfa, wheat, potatoes, 
lettuce, sugar beets and especially beans. I learned my best early growing lessons from 80 acres of 
pinto beans.  As I worked the fields my eyes were always looking to the sky, I watched 
every airplane that flew over with keen interest and was a member of the "Ground Observer Corps". I 
studied at Idaho State College Aviation Maintenance School where I became an Aircraft Mechanic.  
The first summer out of school saw me working on crop dusters, then I decided to join the Air Force.  
My Air Force enlistment had two stages, first as a mechanic on the R4360 aircraft engine (A 28-
cylinder monster) and 6 years as launch crew on the Titan II ICBM.
               After 8 years in the in the USAF, I spent 32 years as a Field Engineer with Sikorsky aircraft 
and traveled the world teaching and assisting customers with technical and maintenance problems on 
the company's product - helicopters.
               Around 1978 I bought my first orchid - the Cattleya "Bow Bells" followed by many more. I 
had to leave them all behind when assigned in 1983 to the Philippines.  I later returned to 
California with a Vanda and Phalaenopsis collection in boxes and a beautiful wife. During the next 10 
years, many Cattleyas and miscellaneous species were added. My collection of cymbidiums began in 
earnest.
               I was assigned to Sikorsky’s home office in Stratford, Connecticut.  My orchid collection 
went into boxes, then across the Mojave Desert in July in a non-airconditioned moving van.  They 
were thrown on the ground on a tarp for two months in the woods behind a friend's house until I 
could rent a house and build a temporary greenhouse out of PVC pipe and plastic.  They all survived 
the trip and two winters in Connecticut until my assignment to Jacksonville in 1991, where I have 
remained until today.
             My interest in cymbidiums really took off in Connecticut.  A member of the Connecticut Orchid 
Society, Dr Gustoff Melquist saw a few of the cymbidiums I brought to meetings and pulled me aside 
and talked to me.  Gus was to be the mentor that shaped my future. Gus was no ordinary orchid 
grower - a past curator of the Missouri Botanical Gardens, a Plant Cytologist, cymbidium expert and a 
prominent scientist who wrote a lot of what we know about plant genetics.   

Most of us will find our greatest joy in growing a species that we know the most about.  Gus, a 
retired college professor, got to me. He kick-started my interest in cymbidiums. No longer just one of 
my collection, cymbidiums are the most important of all the 
plants I own and I will never tire of learning more.    Some of the other plants in my collection get 
neglected but not the cymbidiums.  My beautiful Vanda collection is missed a lot.  We 
had a heater failure one winter and the vanda’s are mostly kaput and a lot of the other plants
were “hurt” but the cymbidiums seemed to smile.

ATTENTION MEMBERS 
BRINGING PLANTS FOR 

SALE!

Only 2 per member at this meeting, 
please!

Thank you!
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Preparing Orchids for Show Table & Judging
What does staking and preparing your plant for show judging mean?

Pre-Show Prep 
Clean off each and every leaf, top and bottom.  You can use milk or beer.  Yes, beer--I know a very 
well-known grower that has lots of awarded plants who uses beer.   Or use a mix of lemon juice with 
water on a soft cloth, wiping built-up residue.  I usually re-wipe with a clean wet cloth.  Never use Leaf 
Shine.  The leaves should look clean, never shiny.  That is a big AOS “no-no”.  

Trim out any unhealthy roots, pseudobulbs, old brown spikes and spikes without flowers.  Make sure 
the flowers are close to prime and not withering - freshly opened with their best color.  All plants 
should be completely BUG-FREE!   Flush out the medium to check for ants.  If you see any, drench 
the pot with a mixture of 1/3 each 409, water and alcohol. Let sit for a few minutes, then flush with 
clear water. Do that a few days prior to make sure all the little buggers are gone.  

Staking 
When?  Some plants have strong flower spikes and may not need to be staked.  Others have decent 
spikes but large, heavy flowers.  The trick is to stake the spike upwards as much as possible before 
the buds are opened.  When they open, they will have acclimated themselves to the right position.  If 
you wait until the flower opens to stake it, the flower will face the ceiling.   Blooming Phals in stores 
are staked so that just about every flower is in a position to be seen completely.   

How? Stake your Phals as the spike is growing and train it straight while the spike is still movable 
and not hardened off.   I use plastic clips or soft wire that I gently twist around and adjust weekly.  
When it’s mature, replace the training wire with clips and a painted stake.  For Cattleya, stake when 
the buds are forming so they open properly.  If you have two buds really close together, carefully 
place a small piece of Styrofoam between the flowers as they are opening to separate them.  For 
multiple stakes in a pot, place potential stakes as the spikes get going so you can attach clips as 
needed.  You don’t want the stakes to be crossing each other and damaging nearby flowers.

Did you know?

The Jacksonville Orchid Society’s mission is based on education about orchids. Specifically, 
from the Constitution and By-Laws—

The Jacksonville Orchid Society exists to further education about orchids by focusing on the ecology, conservation, 
preservation, science, cultivation, hybridization and uses of orchids.  The specific purposes of JOS are to promote 

and aid in the development, improvement, preservation, cultivation and hybridization of all orchids; to collect 
information relating to the growing and development of orchids; to disseminate information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids by means of exhibitions, lectures and publications or otherwise; to assist 

those engaged in the growing of orchids by such research and dissemination, to increase public interest in the 
growing of orchids and generally to foster the knowledge, production, use and appreciation of orchids. 

And, so, look each month for our Education Corner! Below is our first installment, courtesy of 
Lorraine Connover. If there are any topics you’d like explored, email me! saedocs@aol.com
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With What?  I am comfortable using 16 gauge drop ceiling wire, cutting it to the necessary length. 
Spray paint a muted shade of green similar to your leaf color.  You can also use florists’ wire in the 
heavier grade and paint for thinner stakes.   Try to make the stake blend in.  Wire can be bent if 
needed to support a strange angle in the pot.  Bamboo stakes work, but are not flexible and not 
always thin enough.  Use plastic clips and a bit of Spanish moss to cover the clip.  

Containers   
Choose a container that best complements your beautiful plant without detracting from it to improve 
its overall presentation.  An off white, muted shade of green or other dark color generally works well.  
I have used wicker baskets for something large and let moss drape over the sides so that the plant is 
the center of attention, not the basket!  Using a wood-slat basket can also work for a natural look.  Try 
a variety of containers, choosing the one you think best highlights the plant you’ve put so much in to.  

In Conclusion
Practice staking your plants to look their best.  You want to show it off and there is a big difference 
between taking it right from where it is growing to getting it worthy of ribbons and the elusive AOS 
award.  Practice, Practice and then do it again.  Each plant you work on will give you more practice 
and satisfaction.  

Don’t be afraid to ask for help.  We are a group of orchid lovers with all levels of experience.  I, for 
one, started out not brave enough to bring in a plant for judging.  But I listened intently and asked 
questions.  And when I finally did bring my plants in, it was a great feeling.  I challenge each one of 
you to put in a little extra effort now to help your plants show off their beauty come show-time.  That is 
why you bought them in the first place!

Happy Growing

Lorraine Conover

It’s coming!
JOS Annual 

Picnic!
May 2
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GREENHOUSE TOUR FAQ

What should I expect?
Lois will come and set up a tent for 

repotting. Members will want to see your 
space, and mostly just enjoy a little social 
time with friends! It’s all about having fun!

Do I need to have a greenhouse 
to host?

NO! Wherever you grow your 
orchids is of interest to others in 
the club. Screened porch, pool 
enclosure—wherever!

Do I need to provide food?
You don’t have to, but it does add 

to the festive atmosphere!

Do I need to know a lot about 
orchids?

NO! In fact, what better way 
to ask questions of the experts 
than to have them at your house!

I don’t know much 
about re-potting. 
Will I need to do 
that?

You don’t have 
to, but what a great 
way to learn!

Why should I go?
You get to see 

other ways to grow 
your plants, you’ll 
learn something 
new, and you may 
get to purchase a 
new orchid!



Tuesday, February 2, 2021

13 of 21JOS Newsletter

Monthly Beauty Contest Rules
Post a picture of your prettiest orchid growing during 
the month on the JOS Facebook page and note it as 
an entry in the Beauty Contest. At the end of the 
month, a panel will judge that month’s entries and 
select the prettiest orchid! Be sure to include your 
name and the name of the orchid. You can enter as 
many as you like!

My example is: Angraecum Veitchii by Art Russell - 
January 2021 JOS Orchid Beauty Contest

Participation is open to all members of the 
Jacksonville Orchid Society.

WINNER ANNOUNCEMENT
We'll announce the winner at the following month's 
meeting of the Jacksonville Orchid Society, and here 
in the newsletter. The winner will a receive bare-root 
Cattleya or other award as determined by the Board 
of Directors of the Jacksonville Orchid Society.
You don't need an expensive camera to enter 
pictures. Keep it simple; a cell phone can record 
amazing images. We just want see to pretty orchids!

Orchid Contests

Update!
The contest began in September. 
Art Russell reports the first blooms! 
Who else now has blooms from their 
Oncidium sphacelatum received as 
part of the contest?

JOS Oncidium Sphacelatum Contest

January Beauty Contest Winner

Lc Irene Finney ‘York’
Christina Bonelli Roadruck

Thanks to all who entered!!!

https://www.facebook.com/jaxorchid
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JOS ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW
We are just ONE month away from our 2021 Orchid Show on March 20 
& 21!  Mark your calendars and plan on attending! 

Volunteers are still needed! There are many times and tasks available! If you 
are able to help out your club, and make this show a success, please contact  
Bonnie Myers—904-571-3103, Myers3922@bellsouth.net   ASAP!

Last call for sponsors for our trophies.  Locally owned businesses will get 
their names publicized at our show, on an award and in our newsletter.  Jackie 
Dougherty 703-625-4760, saedocs@aol.com.  

New Members, this is the perfect opportunity to really get involved and work 
one on one with other members and learn from doing.  No experience 
necessary!  

Any questions please call me (Cell) 561-302-6010 or (Home) 561-395-2145.

Lorraine Conover, Show Ch.
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2-4:30

Jacksonville Orchid Society Ramble – February 13th 2021

A ramble to Apopka is planned for February 13th to the Apopka Valentines Day Orchid Festival. 
Please see the calendar below for the details.

The transport will be individual so please check with your friends and neighbors who would like 
to car pool. The plan is to have everyone arrive at the festival in enough time to do your 
shopping and then for us to all congregate at one of the local BBQ restaurants to enjoy a social 
gathering at 1:00 pm. 

I have contacted Imperial Supplies in Apopka and they will not be open so please do not plan on 
swinging by to pick up some Orchiata.

If interested, please contact me at colincage@gmail.com and include the telephone number you 
plan to have with you on the ramble. I would like to set up a text group so we can stay in contact 
at the festival.

Interested in going to the festival in Apopka, but 
don’t want to go alone?

mailto:colincage@gmail.com
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Upcoming Shows

                                                             

  

Spend the day with us making your 
own mounted orchid OR Staghorn 

fern. We’ll be teaching proper care to 
ensure success when you get it 

home. We’ll have light refreshments 
and beverages. Tickets are $30 and 

will be paid at the door.

Saturday, 2/27, 10-3

2022 Hendricks Ave, Jacksonville
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Show Table
Members - Don't forget to bring your blooming orchids for the Show Table. Remember also that all 
orchids brought for the Show Table, Sale, or Silent Auction should be free of virus, bugs, scale, or any 
other pests. Please also clean any orchid for sale, auction, or show as if for show presentation

Show Table Instructions and a link to the interactive Show Table Forms are available at:
http://jaxorchidsociety.org/showtableentryforminstructions-3/
http://jaxorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/ShowTableEntryFormInteractive-1.pdf
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Vendors


